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Westchester Reform Temple is committed to the value of inclusion, and strives to make worship and programming fully
accessible. Our building and bima are wheelchair accessible, and the sanctuary is equipped with assistive listening devices
and large-print prayer books. ASL interpretation is available for any worship service upon request, and remote viewing of
most services is available via webcasting from our website. If you need any additional accommodations to participate in a
temple program, please contact Cantor Amanda Kleinman.
WJCS [Westchester Jewish Community Services]: Through the Partners in Caring Program, WRT is able to offer the support
of an onsite Social Worker from WJCS, as well as offer social services to congregants in need.
UJA-Federation of NY: We are grateful for a special grant to enable and empower WRT to be the most inclusive congregation
we can be. UJA-Federation also facilitates our partnership with the Jewish Deaf Resource Center, to provide ASL interpretation
on demand at services and WRT programs.
URJ [Union for Reform Judaism]: Our Reform Movement’s synagogue arm; WRT is a proud member of the URJ and
celebrates the leadership of URJ President, WRT Rabbi Emeritus Rick Jacobs.
HUC-JIR [Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion]: WRT supports the HUC-JIR, the official training ground for
Reform Jewish professionals.
WRT Bulletin (USPS #359350), Fall, 2019, volume 65 number 1. Published quarterly by Westchester Reform Temple,
255 Mamaroneck Road, Scarsdale, New York, 10583. Periodicals postage paid at Scarsdale, NY and additional mailing
offices. POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to WRT, 255 Mamaroneck Road, Scarsdale, NY 10583.
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Rabbi Blake’s Message
Earlier this year, a Blockbuster Video store in Bend, Oregon, outlasted all others to become the last
Blockbuster Video on earth. The fact that I care about this may require some explanation. Proud
Customer Service Representative at Blockbuster Video was my first paid summer job, back when I was
fifteen, growing up in Allentown, Pennsylvania. The shiny, new Blockbuster Video that opened at our
nearby shopping plaza offered not only a working wage (a little above minimum back in 1989, at $4.25
an hour) but also unrestricted access to all the hottest new releases on VHS (1989’s big hits included
Tim Burton’s Batman, When Harry Met Sally, and Field of Dreams), which is why to this date I can recite from
memory every line of The Little Mermaid (it ran on constant loop from 9 AM to 9 PM, every day that summer).
The story of Blockbuster’s spectacular rise and precipitous decline attests to the truth of the well known
startup adage: “Innovate or Die.”
At its peak in 2004, Blockbuster had 60,000 employees and 9,000 stores worldwide with a market value
of $5 billion and revenues of $5.9 billion. Ten years later, those figures had dropped to revenues of only
$120 million coming from its remaining 300 stores in the U.S.!
Every successful company has had to innovate, or face being outpaced, outclassed, or made simply irrelevant. Blockbuster
lost out to the technological and sociological changes that gave rise to any number of wildly popular streaming media
providers—allowing users to choose from a vast array of home entertainment options from the comfort of their couch. A
meaningful contrast to Blockbuster might be drawn from Apple, which has managed to stay ahead of the innovation curve by
disrupting markets and introducing new products (even at the risk of failure each time) that have transformed the one-time
sagging personal computing business into a mobile-media powerhouse.
Religious institutions notoriously fall behind and fail when it comes to “Innovate or Die.” Of course, purveying a “product”
usually packaged as “the wisdom of an ages-old tradition” comes with its own, baked-in pitfalls. Innovation and Religion are
often seen as anathema, each to the other.
Still, a big part of our story—the story of Westchester Reform Temple—is a story of embracing innovation. Not mistaking
trendiness for timeliness, and never trading in the timeless or transcendent for the merely fashionable, WRT has, despite the
understandable pull of age-old Jewish tradition, positioned itself as an innovative spiritual home on the vanguard of Jewish
life in America.
Here, we resist the assumption that “worship” need be comprised of a recitation of Hebrew words out of dusty prayer books
and with tired melodies, but rather can be framed as an intergenerational, uplifting, family-friendly experience comprised of
inspired, relevant, timely messages framed with traditional Jewish values—and given beauty of expression through spirited,
shared singing.
Here, conventional “religious school” has given way to a vibrant Jewish Learning Lab, where interactive project-based
learning and small-group Hebrew mastery combine with hands-on mitzvah-doing to shape the Jewish identities of our youth
and families in order to navigate with probity and joy a complex and aching world.
I am excited to share with you a few signature WRT innovations that we look forward to launching this coming year (5780 on
the Jewish calendar, a new Jewish decade!).
In 5780, WRT will launch the first-ever Westchester-based Florence Melton School for Adult Jewish Learning. “Melton,”
for short, is a premier name in serious, sophisticated, informal, communal, text-based Jewish learning—and WRT is proud to
bring this model to our congregation and community.
In 5780, WRT will double down on our investment in Offsite Immersive Jewish Travel, with travel opportunities for all ages
and stages of life—including a 5th-grade student-parent trip to Philadelphia over the Veteran’s Day holiday, a family trip to
Israel, a high school senior class trip to Israel, visits to museums and sites of interest in New York City, a congregational trip to
Poland in early summer 2020, and many more.
And in 5780, WRT will launch a Shabbat Initiative, reframing the experience of prayer, music, and spirituality for our
congregational Kabbalat Shabbat (Friday evening) service. We will offer a monthly Friday morning experience of Movement,
Meditation, and Meaning; and we will begin to explore the creation of a congregation-wide Shabbat Morning Minyan on
Saturdays, open to all.
Innovate or Die? The wisdom of this stark maxim has always been part of WRT’s DNA, enabling us not only to survive but to thrive.
On behalf of all of us at Westchester Reform Temple, we are grateful for your participation and your input into our sacred,
innovative work. Together we look forward to all the possibility and promise of the new year.
Blessings,

Rabbi Jonathan E. Blake
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Avodah: Worship and Spirituality
Kabbalat Shabbat*
Our Friday evening Shabbat service features the rituals, melodies and warmth of our congregation. The service
includes a sermon or presentation by one of our rabbis, cantors or special guests. At the conclusion of the service,
our Oneg Shabbat provides worshippers with a wonderful setting for sharing stories, greetings and delicious
desserts, and for celebrating the joy of Shabbat.
On the first Friday of each month, the service begins at 6:15 pm. Services on all other weeks (2nd, 3rd and 4th week)
will begin at 7:45 pm. Please check the calendar and website for changes in times due to Shabbat services with
special programming or holiday weekends. During the summer, our Friday Services take place at 6:15 pm in our
Center for Jewish Life Sanctuary.

TGIFF - Thank Goodness It’s (First) Friday*
Friday, November 1
5:45 pm Community Gathering, followed by 6:15 - 7:15 pm Service
Looking for a joyous Friday night experience? Join us for TGIFF! The evening begins with a 30-minute pre-neg
(a nosh hosted by our Jewish Learning Lab families) and continues with a 60-minute prayer service. The evening is
led by clergy and live instrumentalists, with projected lyrics, so you can sing along! A great evening out for families
(Grades 3-6). Babysitting for ages 2-4 and a special parallel Shabbat program for Grades K-2 are available.
RSVP through our weekly eblast or to jlladmin@wrtemple.org. Additional dates are Dec. 6, Mar. 6 and May 1.

Connections Shabbat (formerly Tot Shabbat and iSing Shabbat)
Fridays, September 20, October 18 and November 15
5:45 - 6:15 pm, followed by dinner until 6:45 pm
Experience the joy of Shabbat with children, parents, grandparents, siblings and friends. Designed for families with
children ages eight and younger, Connections Shabbat starts with songs and stories led by our clergy, followed by
an arts and crafts activity, social action project and family-friendly dinner. Children must be accompanied by an
adult for this evening (no drop-offs). RSVP by the Tuesday before the program to Ellen.Rosenberg@wrtemple.org.
Additional dates are Jan. 24, Mar. 27, Apr.24, May 15 and Jun. 19.

Torah Study
Saturdays in the Sifriyah (Library), 9:00 - 11:00 am
Each Shabbat morning we gather informally to read and discuss the week’s Torah portion. The group is led by
volunteers, with clergy participation. The morning begins with a brief Shabbat service at which mourners who wish
to say Kaddish are warmly welcomed. No prior experience with Torah is necessary; just come as you are, with an
open mind!

Sharing Shabbat
Saturdays in the Center For Jewish Life (CJL), 9:00 - 10:00 am, during the Jewish Learning Lab year
(September - May)
Our engaging, musical family service for children in Grades K-6 and their families is open to the congregation and
community. This weekly service is led by our clergy, and followed by bagels, coffee, cookies and conversation for
children, parents and teachers. All are welcome!

Family Tefillah with the Jewish Learning Lab
Sundays, 10:30 - 11:00 am, during the Jewish Learning Lab year (September - May)
This 30-minute family service includes familiar prayers, explorations of holidays, music and stories for children in
Grades K-6 and their families. Designed for our Jewish Learning Lab families and led by our clergy, this service is
always open to the congregation and community.

*This is a JLective opportunity for 5th & 6th-grade students enrolled in the Jewish Learning Lab.
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Services and Events
Shabbat Service and
Ritual Installation of Senior Cantor Amanda Kleinman
Friday, September 13 at 6:15 pm
Join our congregation for a moment of sacred transition, as we formally welcome Cantor Amanda
Kleinman as WRT’s Senior Cantor. Special guests will join us for a festive and joyous service, which will
include the time-honored ritual of installation. A celebratory community oneg will follow our service.

Welcome Back BBQ
Sunday, September 15 at 5:00 pm
Come together with clergy and friends to welcome a new year at WRT! We look forward to seeing
familiar faces and meeting new members. There is no cost for the dinner, but we would appreciate your
signing up in advance so we can provide enough food, and avoid waste. RSVP at www.wrtemple.org or
call the Temple office at 723-7727.

Selichot
Saturday, September 21
Program at 7:00 pm, followed by dessert
Service at 8:00 pm
Together with friends from other local congregations, we will welcome Middle Eastern
vocalist and composer Galeet Dardashti, who will perform her acclaimed work, Monajat.
Monajat (a Persian word meaning dialogue with God) re-imagines the Selichot ritual
with a gifted ensemble of musicians, an electronic soundscape, and dynamic live video
art. Using Persian melodies and Hebrew texts, the work pays homage to Dardashti’s
grandfather, a master Persian classical vocalist. Through electronics, she defies time and
performs with her grandfather.
Following our program, join us for our Selichot service, as we reflect on the meditative
themes of Selichot and prime ourselves for the spiritual renewal of the Days of Awe.

Shabbat Shuva
Friday, October 4 at 6:15 pm
Shabbat Shuva (meaning the “Shabbat of Return”) is the Shabbat which falls between the
holidays of Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur; it is a time of heightened spiritual awareness
and introspection.

Shabbat Evening Service
Sharsheret Pink and Teal Shabbat/Breast and Ovarian Cancer Awareness
Friday, October 18 at 7:45 pm
On this special Shabbat we partner with Sharsheret, a Jewish organization that raises awareness of breast cancer in the Jewish community
and provides support for survivors and their loved ones.

11th Chai Society Shabbat Dinner and Service
Friday, October 25
Dinner at 6:00 pm, Service at 7:45 pm
Westchester Reform Temple’s Chai Society honors longstanding members of WRT, who have been part of the temple for 18 years or more.
Each year since 2009, we have recognized a new class of dedicated congregants. Continuing that tradition, we will welcome our 11th Chai
Society Class of members who joined WRT in 2001. All Chai Society members who are present will be called to the bimah for a blessing.
Past dinners have attracted a remarkable turnout of congregants connecting and reconnecting to WRT and each other. RSVP is required for
dinner, which is open to all WRT members. Look for your invitation coming soon.

Civil Service Gratitude Shabbat
Friday, November 8 at 6:15 pm
Show your support for the men and women of the Scarsdale Police Department, Fire Department and Volunteer Ambulance Corps, as we
thank them for their dedicated service and protection of our community.
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High Holidays
Dear WRT Family,
We stand on the cusp of both a new year and a new decade. On Rosh HaShanah we will announce the year 5780.
This traditional way of counting Jewish time is said to mark the years since Creation. Of course we know that the universe is billions
of years old. But the linking of Rosh HaShanah to Creation signals the innermost meaning of these High Holidays: that Creation and
Re-Creation are available to us, now, again. That a new year opens our hearts, minds and spirits to reawakening and spiritual rebirth.
That old habits, old hurts, old mindsets can be shifted, softened, healed, transformed. That the world as it is need not prevent us from
realizing the way it could be, the way it ought to be.
So much in our world demands reappraisal and renewal. The national conversation remains mired in mistrust and recrimination. The
most vulnerable in our midst are suffering from neglect and mistreatment. The ancient Prophet’s demand that “justice well up as
waters and righteousness as a mighty stream” goes unheeded. The Jewish community, along with other minorities across the world,
faces resurgent hatred.
It’s time for a Rosh HaShanah reboot.
Here at WRT, we aspire to model a more perfect world, in which our shared Jewish values inspire us to pursue lives of joy,
transformation, and purpose.
As we gather together to welcome a new decade of creation and re-creation, we celebrate our human potential to grow in spirit and
bring more shalom into a hurting world. With that hope, we look forward to renewing ourselves and our world for the year to come.
B’ahava u’vracha - with love and blessing,

Rabbi Jonathan E. Blake

Main Sanctuary services: This service is recommended for adults and children ages 10 and older. Enhanced by our professional choir and
instrumentalists, our worship experience utilizes the Reform Movement’s recently published High Holiday prayer book, Mishkan HaNefesh, and
features a sermon.
Family services: Led by our clergy, this prayer service is designed for elementary school-aged children and their families, and features a
story in lieu of a sermon. The evening service features our professional Israeli band and incorporates “visual worship,” with words and images
projected on a large digital display. The morning service utilizes our own WRT family-friendly High Holiday prayer book.
New Contemporary services: Led by our clergy, this highly participatory new service features contemporary musical settings of our High
Holiday prayers. This service is shorter in length than our main sanctuary service, but still includes all the familiar elements of High Holiday
worship. This new interactive service is geared at adults and families with children ages 10 and older, but all WRT members are welcome.
Tot services: Preschool-aged children and their families will love celebrating the High Holidays at this bite-sized service, led by our clergy and
featuring sing-along songs and stories.
Parking: We will once again arrange for off-site parking, and two comfortable Shuttle Buses from the Scarsdale Pool. Using the off-site parking
is a Mitzvah, as it helps provide on-site parking to those who need it most. Parking off-site and using the Shuttle Bus will be the quickest and
most hassle-free way to get to and from services. Shuttle buses will be available for all services, for both Holidays, except Selichot and Rosh
HaShanah Second Day.
Security: Have your Entrance Cards and Photo ID (for adults) ready to show at the entry. If you don’t bring your Entrance Cards or Photo ID,
you will be diverted to the Temple Office for identification and to have replacement Entrance Cards printed for you. Leave bags and packages at
home; security will need to inspect any you bring with you. This will take time, and may result in our needing to place your bags and packages in
an alternative location. Please avoid bringing unnecessary items into the building.
Childcare: Childcare is available at no charge for children 2-5 years old during the following services: Erev Rosh HaShanah, Rosh HaShanah
morning, Kol Nidre, and Yom Kippur morning. You can sign-up for childcare on the Temple website at www.wrtemple.org, under the High
Holidays section.
Additional Entrance Cards and changes can be made at the Temple from Monday, September 16 to Thursday, September 19, between the
hours of 4:00-6:00 pm.
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SELICHOT (see page 5)

KOL NIDRE / YOM KIPPUR

Saturday, September 21
7:00 pm: Program followed by dessert
8:00 pm: Service

Tuesday, October 8
5:00 pm: *Family Service (A-Z) - Beit Midrash
5:45 pm: Early Main Service (A-Lel) - Sanctuary
8:30 pm: Late Main Service (Lem-Z) - Sanctuary

EREV ROSH HASHANAH
Sunday, September 29
5:00 pm: *Family Service (A-Z) - Beit Midrash
5:45 pm: Main Service (A-Z) - Sanctuary

ROSH HASHANAH
Monday, September 30
8:45 am: Early Main Service (Lem-Z) - Sanctuary
8:45 am: Early Family Service (Lem-Z) - Beit Midrash
10:30 am: Late Family Service (A-Lel) - Beit Midrash
11:45 am: Late Main Service (A-Lel) - Sanctuary
12:30 pm: New Contemporary Service - Beit Midrash
3:00 pm: *Tot Service - Sanctuary
5:45 pm: *Tashlich with Young Israel of Scarsdale - 		
at Carpenter’s Pond Park
Our communities meet at the stream behind Young
Israel to symbolically cast off the sins of the previous
year by tossing bread crumbs into the water. Please
park in the neighborhood, not in the Young Israel
parking lot, to respect the traditions of those who do
not drive on the Holiday.

ROSH HASHANAH (second day)
Tuesday, October 1
10:00 am: *Morning Service - Sanctuary
Entrance Cards not required. Non-members welcome.
10:30 am - 12:30 pm : JLL Program - Social Action Project
			
& Learning Activity (see page 25)

* Services marked with an asterisk (*) are open to the community.
Non-Member Entrance Cards are needed for such services and
must be requested in advance at www.wrtemple.org.

YOM KIPPUR
Wednesday, October 9
8:45 am: Early Main Service (A-Lel) - Sanctuary
8:45 am: Early Family Service (A-Lel) - Beit Midrash
10:30 am: Late Family Service (Lem-Z) - Beit Midrash
11:30 am: Late Main Service (Lem-Z) - Sanctuary
11:30 am: **Adult Study Group – Center for Jewish Life
The Rabbi Aaron D. Panken z’l Memorial Shiur,
featuring Rabbi Larry Hoffman

12:30 pm: New Contemporary Service - Beit Midrash
2:15 pm: *Musical Meditation and Alternate Yizkor
- Sanctuary
2:45 pm: *Tot Service - Beit Midrash
3:30 pm: *Afternoon Service, Yizkor, Ne’ilah
- Sanctuary

**Yom Kippur Morning Adult Study Group
The Rabbi Aaron D. Panken z’l Memorial Shiur,
featuring Rabbi Larry Hoffman
For many years, our beloved congregant and teacher Rabbi
Dr. Aaron Panken, of blessed memory, would offer a shiur
—an interactive learning session—for the congregation on
Yom Kippur morning. In his memory and in his honor, we are
proud to announce that this year’s Rabbi Aaron D. Panken
Memorial Shiur will be taught by Rabbi Dr. Larry Hoffman.
Rabbi Dr. Hoffman is one of the most brilliant scholars of
Judaism today, and a revered professor emeritus of Hebrew
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion— the seminary
and leadership training grounds of the Reform movement,
which Rabbi Dr. Panken led. Dr. Hoffman will lead an in-depth
study on the themes of the High Holidays, as expressed
through the words and metaphors of our prayer book.

Bulletin • Fall 2019 • www.wrtemple.org • 7

Sukkot, Simchat Torah and Sh’mini Atzeret
Annual Sukkah Slam
Sunday, October 13
6:00 pm - Welcoming Sukkot
All members of WRT and the wider community are welcome to our special celebration. All ages are encouraged to participate!
Service in the Sukkah: A short, intergenerational-friendly service, with just enough time to shake the lulav and etrog, gives everyone
a chance to learn and experience the rituals, songs and prayers of Sukkot.
Dinner will be available for purchase from food trucks, and there will also be a pizza station and dessert station. Enjoy a bite, and
stay for family and kids’ activities in and around the beautiful Sukkot on our lawn, while enjoying live music. Please consider bringing
non-perishable foods to help supply the Food Bank for Westchester.

8:15 pm - Spirits in the Sukkah
Rabbi Blake leads a tasting of locally sourced beers and wines (21+ only, please) accompanied by discussion in the Sukkah. Light
bites and non-alcoholic beverages also will be provided.

Sukkot Festival Morning Service
Monday, October 14 at 10:00 am, in the Center for Jewish Life
Join us for our Festival service where we will celebrate Sukkot, participate in its rituals, and study its signature traditions and texts.
(Outdoor sukkah, weather permitting)

“Pizza in the Hut” – A Sukkot Celebration for Families with Young Children
Tuesday, October 15 at 5:00 pm
Families with children ages 7 and younger are invited for pizza, crafts and a participatory and dynamic Jewish music experience. It is
an evening in the Sukkah not to be missed! Watch your e-blast to sign-up. Questions? Email jlladmin@wrtemple.org.
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Sukkot, Simchat Torah
and Sh’mini Atzeret
Women of Reform Judaism Ushpizot:
Sukkot Harvest Luncheon and Study Session
Thursday, October 17 at 10:30 am
See page 16 for details.

Sukkot Men’s Night Out: A Night of Sports, Sukkot,
Steak, and Socializing
Thursday, October 17 at 7:00 pm
See page 16 for details.

Joy in Torah: A Blessing and Celebration for all new JLL
Learners & 3rd Grade Families
Sunday, October 20 at 10:30 am
Join us for our annual “Joy in Torah” event, our way of welcoming Simchat
Torah (which starts at sundown) and a moment to bless all of our new JLL
learners and third grade students. The program will be part of our Sunday
morning service. Watch for an invitation for that morning, including two
opportunities for parents to come to our “Ushpizin” - a welcoming into our
community with Rabbi David E. Levy to answer any questions you may have
about our JLL program.

Simchat Torah Story Slam
Sunday, October 20 at 7:00 pm
The Jewish people are a storytelling people. Our most sacred symbol is not
a person or a place. Our most sacred symbol is a story — the Torah. Simchat
Torah is a time of celebrating stories. At WRT’s Story Slam, we’ll hear true
stories told live by congregants (in the style of The Moth). We’ll experience
the power of stories not only to entertain, but also to connect people to
one another, to bring ideas to life, and to move us.

Simchat Torah / Sh’mini Atzeret and Yizkor Service
Monday, October 21 at 10:00 am, in the Center for Jewish Life
Simchat Torah (“rejoicing of the Torah”) and Sh’mini Atzeret (“the eighth day
of assembly”) mark the end of Sukkot, the end of the fall holiday season, and
the end and recommencement of the Jewish people’s annual retelling of
the Torah story. Our festival morning service marks these many conclusions
and new beginnings, and is followed by a Yizkor memorial service.
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Talmud Torah: Adult Education
The Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish Learning
Sunday mornings or Tuesday evenings from September to June

The Melton School of Jewish Learning sets the standard for high-quality, text-based, interactive Jewish
study. This fall, WRT will become Westchester’s first and only Melton School. For more information visit
http://events.org/MeltonWRT.

Rosh Chodesh 5780

Led by Cantor Amanda Kleinman
Tuesdays, September 17, October 15 and November 5 at 11:30 am
Bring your lunch and join together with a diverse group of women to consider the question: Can one be both
a feminist and a person of faith? Through the personal narratives of thought leaders from different religious
backgrounds, we will grapple with the tensions between feminism and faith. All readings will be provided.
Cantor Amanda Kleinman

And She Said: Women’s Commentaries on the Bible
Led by Ariel Milan-Polisar, WRT Rabbinic Intern

Fridays, September 20, October 25 and November 15 at 11:00 am
This class will use The Torah: A Women’s Commentary, Nehama Leibowitz’s interpretations, and Judith
Plaskow’s philosophy to understand important Biblical passages from the feminine and feminist
perspectives. This class is for everyone—those new to Torah study and those more experienced with it.

Digging Into Yuval Harari’s Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind
Led by Yoel Magid
Tuesdays, October 22, 29, November 12 and 19 at 10:00 am
Ariel Milan-Polisar

Yoel Magid

Bill Gates, Mark Zuckerberg, Barack Obama, and my daughter Dana all recommended Israeli cultural
historian Yuval Noah Harari’s incredibly popular and provocative book Sapiens, with its ambitious
subtitle, A Brief History of Humankind. The book, which questions many of our assumptions and
understandings about how homo sapiens became the masters of our planet, is wide-ranging and
beautifully written with humor, skepticism, and brilliant insights into human history. Harari draws on
inter-disciplinary revelations from anthropology, sociology, psychology, philosophy and literature as
well as his professional background as a historian to shock and surprise us with a very original and
intellectually challenging look at the development of the human species.
The four fall classes will analyze and discuss the four parts of Harari’s chronological descriptions:
1. The Cognitive Revolution; 2. The Agricultural Revolution; 3. The Unification of Humankind; and
4. The Scientific Revolution.
Sapiens is available in hardcover, paperback and online through Kindle. Participants are asked to read
each section for class discussions.

Mussar, the Original Self-Help Book

Led by Sasha Baken, WRT Rabbinic Intern
Saturdays, October 26 and November 9 at 11:15 am

Sasha Baken

In this class, we will explore Mussar as a spiritual perspective as well as a discipline of transformative
practices. Mussar asks that we engage in thoughtful interaction with our soul traits (middot). These
include qualities such as humility, generosity, trust and many others. We will examine lessons from
Jewish scripture and apply techniques like journaling, chanting and meditating as methods to balance
our middot. According to the practice of Mussar, all character traits (even anxiety!) are valuable to our
lives, but we can manage the levels to which they affect our being. Together we have the ability to make
use of our challenges so we can flourish in our lives. This class is for anyone seeking depth, looking to
discover more about themselves, or interested in analyzing Jewish scripture with a new lens.

Advanced Hebrew Bible Class: A Study Of Tanach
Led by Jane Roberts
Wednesdays, 9:30 am to 11:00 am

Students must have knowledge of Torah, Hebrew roots and basic Hebrew vocabulary, and a familiarity
with the Siddur. For more information about sign-up and fees, please contact Jane Roberts at
janerteach@aol.com.

Alef, Bet and Beyond
Jane Roberts
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Would you like to learn Hebrew? Let us know if you are interested in joining a weekday morning class
for adults. For more information, please contact Nancy Abraham at nancy.abraham@wrtemple.org.
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Safekeeping Stories of the Holocaust
Tuesday evenings from October to March
We will soon reach a day when there are no more living survivors of
the Holocaust. To preserve their memories and enable the children
and grandchildren of survivors to be the guardians of their family’s
Holocaust stories, WRT will be offering a Safekeeping Stories workshop
starting this fall. If you have a personal family connection
to the Holocaust, please contact Rabbi Daniel Reiser at
Rabbi.Reiser@wrtemple.org to learn more about this initiative.

Visiting Professor of the Holocaust, Samuel Kassow:
“Resisting the Nazis with Pen and Paper”
Tuesday, October 22 at 7:30 pm
WRT has engaged the noted historian
Samuel Kassow, Ph.D., to serve as a visiting
professor of Holocaust studies throughout the
year. Dr. Kassow is most famous for his book (which
is now an award-winning film) Who Will Write Our
History? — about Emanuel Ringelblum and the group
of writers, scholars, and public intellectuals that he
organized in the Warsaw Ghetto to resist the Nazis
with pen and paper. In his first in a series of talks,
Dr. Kassow will share Ringelblum’s remarkable
story. The dates of Dr. Kassow’s future talks are:
February 9, March 18, and April 24.

Sunday, November 10 at 4:00 pm
In memory of Krisallnacht, we’ll be screening the
film based on Dr. Kassow’s book, Who Will Write Our
History?, at the JCC of Mid-Westchester.

Samuel Kassow, Ph.D.

Auschwitz. Not Long Ago. Not Far Away.
Sunday, October 27 at 2:00 pm
Hailed as a “critic’s pick” by the New York Times, this new installation at
the Museum of Jewish Heritage in Battery Park is quickly becoming the
premier Holocaust museum exhibit in the world. WRT is organizing a
congregational trip to experience the exhibit in the fall. The trip will be led
by members of our clergy team, to help congregants process and debrief
this powerful exhibit. Please contact the temple office for more information.

A Journey Through Jewish Poland
June 28-July 5, 2020 (registration is now open)
Partnering with Taube Jewish Heritage Tours -- the leader in Jewish travel
experiences in Poland -- and led by Rabbis Jonathan Blake and Daniel
Reiser, members of the WRT community will visit Poland to learn about the
beautiful Jewish life that once flourished there, remember those who were
murdered there by the Nazi regime, and experience first hand the revival
of Jewish life that is currently taking place in Poland. Trip highlights include
Warsaw, Krakow, Auschwitz-Birkenau, the POLIN Museum, an afternoon
of study with scholar-in-residence Samuel Kassow, and celebrating with the
Jewish community of Poland at the Krakow Jewish Culture Festival -- one
of the largest Jewish culture festivals in the world. For more information,
contact the synagogue office, or Taube Jewish Heritage tours at
800-394-1245, or tours@taubejewishheritagetours.com, or register at
www.taube.jewishheritagetours.com/westchester2020.

Rabbi Jonathan Blake

Rabbi Daniel Reiser
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Marcy R. Harris
President’s Message
Excerpts from remarks delivered at WRT’s Annual Meeting on May 21, 2019.

Thank you for your continued support of
WRT. This was a year of transition and
reflection, as we worked to identify our
deepest values, greatest strengths and goals
for the future.
Below are some highlights of the past year.
Senior Cantor Transition: The biggest news
this year was Senior Cantor Jill Abramson’s
decision to leave WRT at the end of June.
Cantor Abramson was a presence in our lives
for the past twelve years. Her music stirred
us, her leadership brought us beautiful
worship, classes, concerts, and so much more.
Her caring and friendship touched us all.
We wished Cantor Abramson blessings and
fulfillment in her new endeavors at a Tribute
Concert held in her honor in May and sent
her personal messages of thanks in a special
Tribute Book.
On a related note, we welcomed Cantor
Amanda Kleinman as our new Senior Cantor
as of July 1, 2019. Cantor Kleinman, who
served WRT for the past seven years, has
inspired us and greatly impressed the Senior
Cantor Search Committee, ably chaired by
Joan Frankle. We look forward to Cantor
Kleinman’s leadership at WRT in the years
ahead.
Security: As bias incidents increased around
the country and world this year, our attention
again turned to issues of security. We
mourned together as eleven Jews were killed
in Pittsburgh while praying on Shabbat, and
when another life was lost in Poway on the
last day of Passover. Our hearts still ache for
those victims of hate, and for all people killed
due to their religious beliefs.
At WRT, you will now see an off-duty
Scarsdale police officer and squad car at all
Shabbat services in addition to our first-rate
team of private security professionals. You
will also see cameras, access controls and a
reconfigured entryway at WRT in the months
ahead. The Board of Trustees considered
security enhancements extensively this year.
There is no work more important, or more
difficult. We are grateful for their thoughtful
leadership.
As before, we will continue to pay for
security enhancements at WRT in a number
of ways: through funding from the Joy &
Gilbert Helman Memorial Safety Fund,
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through donations to the WRT Security Fund,
grants from the federal Homeland Security
Administration, and the increased security
fee charged to all WRT member households.
Planning for Our Future: the Board and
the temple community as a whole, through
Community Visioning Conversations (CVC’s)
and a congregational survey, took steps this
year to plan for our future, building on the
success of our 65th anniversary Homecoming
Weekend celebration in 2018. We began to
ask hard questions, including: What kind of
temple do we want for ourselves, our children
and our grandchildren in the years ahead?
How can we become that temple? And how
can we ensure our financial health to realize
our communal goals?
Here’s what we learned from the CVC’s
and survey, in sum: members feel deeply
connected to our clergy, a strong sense of
community at WRT, and love our music —
and want all of those things to continue. In
addition, they want WRT to continue to
focus on lifelong learning, continue attracting
families with young children, and continue
offering immersive Jewish experiences. In
the coming year, we will continue to explore
ways to build on our strengths and secure our
financial future.
Engagement Efforts: A few initiatives were
especially successful this year in building
community. Through the Connections
membership, aimed at families whose oldest
child is in second grade or younger, we were
able to retain families with young children
graduating from our Early Childhood Center
(ECC) and attract new families with children
in kindergarten through second grades. We
also were able to increase the number of
students enrolled in kindergarten classes at
WRT. And the numbers only tell part of the
story; Connections members enjoyed coming
to WRT with their families for Tot Shabbat,
iSing Shabbat, Jewish holidays, and events
where they could connect with our clergy and
other WRT families.
The expanded Family Mitzvah Corps program
also brought families together for communal
social action, and the Sharing Shabbat Alumni
program brought former Sharing Shabbat
participants to the temple for worship
and discussions on Friday nights. We also
continued connecting with our members

through clergy-led immersive educational
trips: Rabbi Blake led our high school seniors
to Israel and our Free Birds to Berlin. Rabbi
Levy led 8th graders and their parents on a
civil rights trip to the Deep South and Free
Birds to Philadelphia on a Jewish food and
history trip. Rabbi Reiser led our confirmands
to Washington, D.C., where they employed
newly-learned lobbying skills on Capitol Hill.
Rabbi Reiser also led a delegation of WRT
adults to D.C. to attend the Religious Action
Center’s Consultation on Conscience.
Celebrations: We enjoyed celebrating
together throughout the year, including at
events marking the 10th anniversary of Chai
Society and the 30th anniversary of Torah
Study; at Passover seders sponsored by
WRJ and the Men’s Club; and at an interfaith
Freedom service on the last day of Passover
with guests from Greater Centennial A.M.E.
Zion Church in Mt. Vernon and St. James the
Less Episcopal Church in Scarsdale. And,
with Rabbi Dr. Carol Balin as our scholar-inresidence, we celebrated the 200th birthday
and legacy of Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise,
founder of the leading institutions of Reform
Judaism.
Trustee Transitions: The congregation
thanked and honored outgoing trustees
Helene Gray (who remains on the Board
as a Past President), Gil Fishman and Ben
Zipursky, and outgoing officers Joan Frankle,
Erika Rublin and Franklin Speiser, for their
dedication and contributions to WRT. We
welcomed as new Trustees Sheryl Spivack
Braun, Jeff Gelles, Noah Kroloff, Andrew
Levine, Matthew Levine and Samantha
Reemer. We welcomed as new Officers
Warren Haber, as Treasurer; Scott Silberfein,
as Secretary; Lori Gertzog, Dara Gruenberg
and Michael Gorelick, as Vice Presidents;
and Jodi Barrow as new ECC Board Liaison.
Finally, we congratulated Rabbi Daniel Reiser
on his promotion to Associate Rabbi as of
July 1, 2019, after serving as WRT’s Assistant
Rabbi for the last three years.
*
*
*
May we continue to draw strength from our
sacred work together. Wishing you and your
loved ones a Shanah Tovah u’Metukah, a
happy and sweet New Year 5780.

Save the Date
Shtisel: Behind the Scenes of the
Unorthodox Orthodox Drama
Tuesday evening, September 10, 2019
hosted at Westchester Reform Temple
Join the cast and writer/creator of the hit TV
show, Shtisel, as we learn about the creative
process that takes us inside Israel’s Haredi
community and brings it to life.
Registration information coming soon.
Questions? Contact Shirley Green at
greens@ujafedny.org or 914.385.2125.

Photo Credit: Ohad Romano

Dear WRT Family,
Over the past year, the Communications Task Force has been looking at WRT’s communications strategy. As a first step, Task Force
members worked on updating the WRT logo and website. I am pleased to announce that with Clergy and Staff input, a beautiful new
logo has been selected, as you will see above. We hope you like it as much as we all do!
The new logo was chosen as an evolution of our current logo, maintaining the current shin/W while creating a more modern visual
identity to continue to appeal to both current and potential new members. This logo was developed to welcome everyone with
a positive, inspirational energy. It was designed to be clean, modern, high quality and visually engaging. It will hopefully make our
congregants feel supported, connected, engaged, joyful, valued, included, and proud to be part of the WRT community.
Please look for our new logo in the coming months on all WRT communications, including the weekly e-blast, quarterly bulletin,
printed materials, forms, letters, etc., and on our new WRT website -- which we hope to share with you in a few weeks.
We are most grateful to Task Force members Lori Gertzog, Debra Glassman and Helene Gray, and to Executive Director Eli Kornreich,
for their vision and supervision of these projects.

Marcy R. Harris
President
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Meet our new Officers and Trustees
Executive Board Officers
Marcy Harris continuing President
Jon Mark continuing Vice- President
Elaine Rosenstein now Vice- President
Warren Haber now Treasurer
Scott Silberfein now Secretary
Lori Gertzog Vice-President

Lori has been a Scarsdale resident and a WRT member since 1997, along with her husband,
Gary, and their two children, Allison (29) and Bryan (27), who both attended Hebrew School
and celebrated their B’nei Mitvah at WRT. Lori has served as a WRT Trustee for the past two
years. She is the head of the Free Birds (formerly the Baby Boomers) committee. She is also the
Chair of the Communications Task Force, helping to update WRT’s communication vehicles,
starting with its new logo and website. Professionally, Lori worked at Unilever/Sun Products
for 30 years, leading teams to develop new products for brands such as Dove Skincare, ‘all
Laundry Detergent and Snuggle Fabric Conditioner. Lori is now a Marketing and Business
Strategy Consultant.

Michael Gorelick Vice-President

Michael has been a Scarsdale resident and active member of the WRT community since 2010.
He has been a Trustee since 2017, and in this capacity has chaired the High Holidays Task Force
and been an active member of the Campus Renewal Fund Committee, which he now chairs.
He and his family participated in Sharing Shabbat from 2010-2017 and traveled to Israel in
December 2016 as part of the WRT family trip with Rabbi Levy.
Michael is a Managing Director and the Head of Ratings Advisory for Mizuho Securities, a
former member of the Scarsdale Procedure Committee, and a former member of the Scarsdale
Citizens Nominating Committee.

Dara Gruenberg Vice-President

Dara and her family joined WRT in 2011. Dara was an ECC Co-Chair for five years and a co-chair
of WRT Connections Task Force. During her tenure as a co-chair of the ECC, she spearheaded
the building of the Gan in collaboration with temple leadership, clergy and ECC administration
and teachers. Outside of WRT, Dara serves as President of the Friends of the Scarsdale Library
and was a co-chair of the Library’s Capital Campaign. Concurrently, she is serving as the Villageappointed chair of the Advisory Council on Communications and a member the Board of Ethics.
Dara is an active board member of the Scarsdale Forum and the Foundation of White Plains
Hospital. Dara is also a member of the Scarsdale Citizens Nominating Committee and the
Scarsdale Bowl Committee.
Dara holds a BA in Classics from Barnard College and a Masters in Education in School
Administration from Bank Street College. Dara worked as a Latin teacher and administrator at an
independent school prior to moving to Scarsdale.

Jeff Gelles Trustee

Jeff and his wife, Beth, have been WRT members since they moved to Scarsdale from California
in 2011. Their three children - Zack (20), Lindsay (18), and Carly (14) - all became B’nei
Mitzvah at WRT. Currently, Jeff serves on the WRT Finance Committee where he has been
extensively involved in financial decision-making, strategic financial planning, and budgeting for
the Temple. Beth has also participated in local community service endeavors as well as various
WRT activities including publicity for the annual holiday boutique and singing at many WRT
events. Jeff has worked in investment banking and investment management for over 25 years,
currently as a Partner in a credit hedge fund and a merchant bank, each of which he helped
found. Jeff received an MBA from Harvard Business School and a BA from Stanford University.
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Noah Kroloff Trustee

Noah Kroloff and his wife, Claudia Green, live in Scarsdale with their three children, Max
(12), Ella (10), and Ben (6). Noah and his family have been active members of WRT and the
Sharing Shabbat community since they moved to Scarsdale from the Upper West Side in
2015. Noah is a member of the American Technion Society NY Leadership Council and in
the past served as an advisor to the NYC Economic Development Corporation’s healthcare
initiative, a member of McKinsey & Company’s alumni advisory board, and co-founder of the
MIT $100K Entrepreneurship Competition. Noah has worked in healthcare for his entire
career and is the founder and managing director of Black Granite Capital, a growth equity
firm that invests in fast-growing healthcare and technology companies.

Andrew Levine Trustee

Andrew and his wife, Sara, joined WRT in 2008 when they moved to Scarsdale. With their
children Sam (16) and Emily (13), the Levines participated in WRT’s vibrant Sharing Shabbat
community, of which Andrew served as chair for several years. Andrew has held numerous
other leadership positions at WRT, including co-chair of the Strategic Visioning Task Force,
which launched the Jewish Learning Lab; chair of the Religious School Board and its successor;
and member of various task forces and clergy search and other committees. He is now serving
as co-chair of the new WRTeen Initiative Task Force.
Andrew is a partner at Debevoise & Plimpton LLP and focuses his practice on white collar and
regulatory defense, internal investigations, and a broad array of complex commercial litigation.
Andrew received his B.A. from Yale College and his J.D. from Yale Law School. Before law
school, Andrew worked as a management consultant at McKinsey & Company, where he was
part of a team that helped develop Birthright Israel.

Matthew Levine Trustee

Matthew and his wife, Jennifer, have been members of WRT since they moved to Scarsdale in
2014. Their two children, Alexis (11) and Jordyn (9), are students in the Jewish Learning Lab,
with Jordyn having begun her WRT experience in the ECC. The Levine family has been active
volunteers in WRT service programs, most notably with the Family Mitzvah Corps. They
have also been involved with a variety of philanthropic organizations, specifically dedicating
time over many years to the Coalition for the Homeless. Matthew has worked in the private
equity industry for 20 years and currently works with EQT Partners. He received a BS in
Economics from the Wharton School of Business at the University of Pennsylvania and an
MBA from Columbia University.

Samantha Reemer Trustee

Samantha Reemer and her family joined WRT upon moving to Scarsdale in 2015. Samantha
graduated from Syracuse University in 2004. Prior to being a stay at home mom focusing
on her two young children, Samantha enjoyed a successful 15-year career as a Team Leader
at Bloomberg LP where she oversaw various top tier global bank relationships. During
Samantha’s career at Bloomberg she was a driving force behind Bloomberg’s Diversity and
Inclusion initiatives. Upon enrolling her kids in the ECC she became a Co-Chair, a member
of the Cantor Search Committee, the ECC Assistant Director Search Committee, and the
Connections Leadership Committee. Samantha was also the ECC liaison to the Board in
2018-2019. Samantha was born in Chicago and grew up in Harrison, New York. She enjoys
tennis and skiing.

Sheryl Spivack-Braun Trustee

Sheryl and her family have been members of WRT since 2012. Sheryl has two children,
Shauny (16) and Adrien (15), who celebrated b’nei mitzvah and confirmed at WRT. Sheryl
has been actively involved in a variety of committees at WRT including the WRT Refugee
Resettlement core committee, Inclusion Committee and LBGTQ Inclusion committee. In
the Scarsdale community, Sheryl has served on the Board of the Greenacres Neighborhood
Association and chaired the Learning From Our Differences program at both Greenacres
and Quaker Ridge schools. Sheryl currently works as the Director of Development Special
Projects, at Montefiore Medical Center and Albert Einstein College of Medicine. Sheryl
graduated with a B.S. in Human Resource Management from the University of North Texas.
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Women of Reform Judaism
Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ) is the women’s affiliate of the Union for Reform Judaism, the central
body of Reform Judaism in North America. Established in 1913, WRJ now represents more than 65,000
women in nearly 500 women’s groups in North America and around the world. With a mission to ensure
the future of Reform Judaism, WRJ works to educate and train future sisterhood and congregational
leadership about membership, fundraising, leadership skills, advocacy for social justice, and innovative
and spiritual programming.
In the WRT community, we bring new programming and speakers who challenge and spark our thinking
and discussion. We celebrate annual events like Ushpizot, Thanksgiving for the Visually Impaired, the
Women’s Seder and Confirmation. Weekly, we celebrate and recognize every Bar and Bat Mitzvah.
We raise tzedakah through various efforts like running the Judaica Shop and Holiday Boutique. These
efforts promote Reform Judaism in the United States, Israel, and support other worthy causes in our
own community and abroad. We are the Women of Reform Judaism and we are stronger together.

WRJ Book Group
Thursdays, September 12 and November 14 at 9:45 am
The WRJ Book Group reads and discusses selected books of Jewish interest. Suggestions for titles to
present are always welcome. For more information, please contact Ann Lewis at markannlewis@msn.
com.

WRJ Fall Opening Dinner
with guest speaker Lisa Salko, “13 Jewish Drivers’ Licenses”
Thursday, September 19 at 6:00pm
Lisa Salko will discuss the story of 13 Jewish Drivers’ Licenses. A discovery was made of thirteen driver
licenses that once belonged to Jewish citizens in the Bavarian village of Lichtenfels. The licenses
were handed over to a local high school where students worked diligently to locate all of the familial
descendants of each of these individuals. Lisa was one of those family members they contacted.
This program is free to WRJ members and $36 for non-members. To make reservations or pay as a
non-member, please visit the WRT website at www.wrtemple.org, and click on the WRJ page (from the
“Community” menu).

WRJ Ushpizot - Sukkot Harvest Luncheon and Study Session
Thursday, October 17 at 10:30 am
Beginning with a prayer in the beautiful sukkah, we will then move inside for a fascinating study
session. Afterwards, we will enjoy a seasonal feast of homemade harvest dishes. No charge. To
volunteer to make a dish, please contact one of the chairs: Fran Osinoff at franrayo@optonline.net,
Kristin Friedman at kristinwfriedman@gmail.com or Sarah Kagan at sgkagan@gmail.com.

Thanksgiving Dinner for the Visually Impaired
Thursday, November 21 at 6:00 pm
The WRJ has sponsored this social action event for more than 30 years for guests who are blind or
visually impaired, their families and aides. It is a catered holiday dinner plated and served by the WRJ
and JLL students. For questions, contact Harriet Rachlin at drachlin@optonline.net.

Save the Date!
WRJ Annual Holiday Boutique
Monday, December 9, from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.
Please join us as dozens of specialty vendors, ranging from old favorites to the newly discovered, will
feature an incredible array of merchandise at every price point, making shopping for the holidays
easy! “Shop to Give” as some vendors and the WRJ Sisterhood will donate a portion of the proceeds to
charities that benefit women and children, and support our sisterhood’s charitable initiatives at WRT.
For more information, please contact wrjholidayboutique@gmail.com.
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Men’s Club
The WRT Men’s Club is a fellowship of men of WRT who aspire to Tikkun Hanefesh
(self-development and self-fulfillment) and Tikkun Ha-olam (repair of the world).
The Men’s Club helps build and enhance the overall sense of community at WRT and
beyond by creating occasions for congregants to create long-lasting relationships through
engagement and community service. The Men’s Club fosters a love of Judaism amongst its
membership.
Our active WRT Men’s Club is a group of “doers,” sponsoring a variety of programs
throughout the year. Events include, but are not limited to: working with the less fortunate,
sponsoring blood drives, channukiah building with the JLL, delivering cartons of Passover
food to needy area seniors, leading the annual Men’s Club Retreat and Men’s Club Seder,
partnering with other WRT groups to plan events, creating festive onegs for special shabbats
or holidays, sponsoring speakers and movies, providing Plaut Commentaries to B’nei Mitzvah
students, and sponsoring the WRT Basketball teams for over 150 students. Come and “do”
with us!

Men’s Club Board Meetings
Thursday, September 12 at 7:00 pm
Tuesdays, October 15 and November 5 at 7:00 pm
Come try out the Men’s Club and join us at our monthly board meetings for a bite and
discussion. We kibbitz and plan the many events and activities that the Men’s Club is part
of throughout the year.

Sukkot Men’s Night Out: A Night of Sports, Sukkot, Steak,
and Socializing
Thursday, October 17 at 7:00 pm
Westchester Reform Temple will host men from WRT and Young Israel of Scarsdale in
our fifth annual get-together during Sukkot. Come for the fun; stay for the great food.
Contact the Temple Office to sign-up.

WRT Youth Temple Basketball 2019-2020
The youth basketball league has been a very successful and enjoyable Men’s Club program
for children and parents for the past 40+ years!
Teams will be forming soon for 5th to 12th grade. We will need coaches for 5th grade
(1st time players). All returning and interested coaches, and parents with questions, should
contact Gil Fishman at gfishman@yorkintl.com. Teams must be formed no later than
October 15th.

Searching for Jewish Innovators

• Have you ever wondered how some things that we take for granted were developed?
• Have you ever wondered who in our midst has been able to find a path with a purpose
that impacts their communities and the wider world?
The Men’s Club is planning a program of Jewish Innovators exploring the innovational
accomplishments of members of our community in science, medicine, engineering, finance,
education, music, journalism, literature or other areas. Please contact Barry Citrin at
bdcitrin@gmail.com or 914-924-0796 if you are, or can recommend, a member of our
community who has made inventions or innovations. We know there are some nuclear
physicists, AI innovators and other inventors among you, and the rest of us would love to
hear your story.
Stay tuned to the weekly e-blasts for more details of our meetings and events.
For additional information please contact the Men’s Club President, Barry Citrin,
at bdcitrin@gmail.com or 914-924-0796.
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Sharing Shabbat Alumni
Over the past few years, many of our Sharing Shabbat parents whose children have graduated from
the program have expressed missing the incredible sense of community which was fostered by Sharing
Shabbat. They also miss the regularity of gathering as a group to learn, pray and socialize together.
There is a strong current desire on the part of these “alumni” to create innovative follow-up programs in
order to reconnect with each other and with WRT. As a result, the Sharing Shabbat Alumni Committee
was formed to design gatherings for current adults and adult alumni of Sharing Shabbat.
The Sharing Shabbat Alumni Committee is inspired and energized, after our wonderfully successful
year of programming, to announce our Sharing Shabbat Alumni programs for 2019 - 2020. We are
excited to announce our brand new Chavurah Group Dinners, intended for Sharing Shabbat Alumni
parents with recent graduates who are currently in middle or high school. The Sharing Shabbat Alumni
group is grateful for a grant from the Jacobs Freedman Fund to help re-engage this community through
innovative programming this year.
If you are interested in helping to plan more Sharing Shabbat Alumni events, please contact
Elaine Rosenstein at elr921@verizon.net.
We have planned the following events for alumni adults for 2019 - 2020.
November 1: post-Shabbat service dinner and discussion with clergy
January 10: pre-Shabbat service dinner and discussion with clergy
February 8: Annual Sharing Shabbat Reunion at Sharing Shabbat morning service
May 20: post-Shabbat service dinner and discussion with clergy
June 5: post-Shabbat service dinner and discussion with clergy
Our Chavurah Group Dinners will take place in people’s homes.
The dates are as follows: Saturdays, October 19, February 29 and May 2.
Please contact Alice Gorelick at alicegorelick@yahoo.com if you would like to help plan the Chavurah
Dinners.

Free Birds

Spirits in the Sukkah with Rabbi Blake
Sunday, October 13 at 8:15 pm (details on page 8)
All are welcome.

Game Night @ WRT
Thursday, November 7 from 7:00 pm - 9:30 pm
Mahjongg and Canasta. Make your own table or meet new people. For more information, contact
Iris Green at irg.green@gmail.com or Audrey Weinberg at drey52555@aol.com. (All members and
non-members are welcome.) Signup online available soon.
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Caring Community
As we prepare for 5780, our Caring Community continues to expand its caring reach.
The Caring Community provides support and friendship during times of crisis and life
transitions, and lifts up the joyful moments of our congregation’s simchas.
For more information, please contact us at caringcommunity@wrtemple.org.
Donations to the Caring Community Fund Dedicated to Ann R. Miller help support
this effort.
- Allison Buonamassa, Joan Frankle and Donna Polayes

Bereavement Group
Wednesdays, September 11, October 16 and November 13 at 5:30 pm
A monthly support and discussion group led by Jane Slevin, LMFT (Licensed Marriage
and Family Therapist), our skilled and caring partner from Westchester Jewish
Community Services, and Cantor Laura Stein, MSW. Find comfort in community and
caring discussion, and process feelings of loss in a sacred Jewish context.
Please RSVP to Suzanne.Saperstein@wrtemple.org.

Jane Slevin

Living with Divorce: Support Group
Tuesdays, October 15 and November 12 at 7:30 pm
Families come in all shapes and sizes. WRT is committed to embracing and supporting
people as they live through divorce and single parenting, and find their new family
rituals in the face of that change. Rabbi Levy is joining as the clergy partner in this
endeavor, alongside Jane Slevin, LMFT (Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist)
from Westchester Jewish Community Service, who will continue to lead our monthly
support group. Wherever you are in the journey of Divorce or Single Parenting we
welcome you, and are at the ready to provide you with support and community.
Please RSVP to Suzanne.saperstein@wrtemple.org if you’re able to join us.

Rabbi David Levy

Evening Book Group

Tuesdays, September 17, October 15
and November 19 at 7:30 pm
Interested in joining the evening book group?
Once a month (usually Tuesdays) the group
meets for review and discussion on the
month’s selected title. For more information,
please contact Lenore Rosenbaum at
papoobeads@optonline.net.

Bulletin • Fall 2019 • www.wrtemple.org • 19

Renowned Jewish Artists in Renowned Christian
Spaces
Louise Nevelson’s newly restored 1977 masterwork Chapel of the
Good Shepherd
in the heart of St. Peter’s Church in NYC.
Saturday, November 2, 2:15 to 4:00 pm
Visit the comprehensive sculptural chapel environment in the modernist
landmark, now known as the Nevelson Chapel. Restoration and renewal of
the Chapel has received major grants from The Henry Luce Foundation and
the National Endowment for the Humanities.
While small groups make a silent visit to the chapel, others will enjoy a jazz
interlude by WRT’s Pete Malinverni and his quartet in the awesome space
of the church, the home of the world famed Jazz Ministry.
Afterword, Rabbi Blake will lead a discussion about Nevelson and the chapel
with Father Ralph Peterson, Senior Pastor Builder Emeritus, and Laurie
Wilson, recent biographer of Nevelson. As time allows, you are invited to a
reception in the St. Peter’s church living room.
Please RSVP to lee.furman@wrtemple.org. Signup early, space is limited.
There is a suggested donation of $20 per person at the door. We will meet
at the church Sanctuary, 601 Lexington Avenue (Lexington and 54th St.),
NYC, or at the Scarsdale train station for the 1:15 pm train (walk from
Grand Central Terminal; transportation will be provided as needed).
Special thank you to Father Peterson, also one-time interim minister of St. James
the Less Church in Scarsdale, NY, who inspired and arranged this program. Father
Ralph worked with Nevelson on the chapel and helped initiate and support the jazz
ministry at Saint Peter’s Church.
Photo: The Chapel Of The Good Shepherd at Saint Peter’s Church is a comprehensive sculptural environment created by Louise
Nevelson. It is the only permanent installation of a Nevelson comprehensive environment in New York City.

WRT Youth Committee
Do you have a child/children in college?
Please let us know their mailing addresses for the upcoming school year, so the WRT Youth Committee
can send them holiday gifts throughout the year. SHHHHHHH...don’t tell. We want it to be a surprise!
Please provide the following information for your student(s): Name, School, Address, Move-in date,
December Break dates, Spring Break dates, Graduation year, Will they be abroad this year? If so, which
semester?
Please email this information to Jennifer Gross at jbgross3@gmail.com and
Naomi Talish at ntalish@aol.com.
Also, if you would like to provide Hillel International with your children’s contact info to be forwarded to
the Hillel Directors on their respective campuses, please go to: https://hillel.tfaforms.net/53
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Save the Dates!
7th Annual Water & Wine
Reception sponsored by Jewish National Fund and WRT.
Thursday, November 14
We hope to see you at an Israeli wine-tasting and delicious dessert reception sponsored by JNF and WRT. Learn how Israel
is sharing its water solutions with the world. More details to be announced in the weekly eblast.

The Night of Jewish Learning and Celebration presented by the Westchester Board of Rabbis
and Westchester Jewish Council
Saturday, November 23 at 7:00 pm (offsite)
Join nearly 400 people on a Saturday evening for Jewish learning and celebration. Participants are able to choose workshops
to attend from over 30 offerings, all taught by Westchester clergy. More details to be announced.

Here come the Maccabeats!
Sunday, December 1
4:00 pm - Concert
5:30 pm - Pizza Dinner
WRT welcomes the Maccabeats, America’s premier
Jewish a capella group. Energetic, dynamic, and
youthful, the Maccabeats are best known for their
innovative spins on contemporary American hits and
Jewish classics, which have drawn tens of millions of
views on YouTube and propelled them to sold-out
performances around the world. You won’t want to
miss out on an extraordinary opportunity to hear this
sought-after musical group at WRT!
Stay tuned for information about ticket sales.

Dedication Form for

Mishkan HaNefesh

High Holidays Prayerbook Set: includes one Rosh HaShanah and
one Yom Kippur book with the same dedication bookplates - $50 per set
Go to www.wrtemple.org to order and pay by credit card.

Donor Information: Name:__________________________________________________________________
		

Address:________________________________________________________________
Phone:_______________________________ Email:_____________________________

Dedication Information: I/We _______________________________________________________________
wish to dedicate Mishkan HaNefesh Prayerbooks:  in honor of
(please print clearly - 100 character limit)

 in memory of

 in appreciation of

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
(Optional) Please send acknowledgement to:_______________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________
I am ordering ____# of sets x $50 =_________
Please enclose this form and a check made out to WRT. Please write on the memo line: HHD Prayerbook.
Mail to: Westchester Reform Temple, Attn: HHD Prayerbook, 255 Mamaroneck Road, Scarsdale, NY 10583.
Thank you for purchasing HHD Prayerbooks for our temple services!
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Cooking4HOPE

Mondays, October 28 and November 25
at 10:00 am in the Temple kitchen
WRT members gather in our kitchen to cook a multicourse, delicious hot dinner for 125 hungry clients
of HOPE Community Services, an ecumenical soup kitchen and food pantry in New Rochelle. Please
help us to make lasagna, cookies, salad, hot vegetables, and bagged lunches. We meet from 10:00 am to
12:00 noon on the last Monday of the month. We need people who can help shop on Fridays once
a month, or help deliver the food.
If you’d like to join the rotating cast of big-hearted WRT members to perform a mitzvah, email one of us:
Susan Ross (susan.kessler.ross@gmail.com), Kristin Friedman (kristinwfriedman@gmail.com), or Debbie
Radov (djradov@aol.com). Donations to the WRT Hungry and Homeless Fund help support this program.

Monthly Mitzvah
Dear Friends,
We wish you a sweet 5780, and thank everyone who contributed to WRT’s Monthly Mitzvah during the
2018-2019 school year. Your contributions helped many children, adults and pets. Todah!!
1. Join our committee. Help contact groups in need in Westchester and/or deliver donated items.
2. Make Mitzvah a Family Affair. Sign up to make a delivery of Monthly Mitzvah items with your family.
3. If you know people, groups or institutions in need, or know people who want to make donations,
please let us know.
4. Donate boxes of diapers. Food Stamps do not pay for diapers. All the groups we contact need diapers.
Here is our calendar for 2019-2020:
Please open your closet – and your heart - to see what you might be able to donate this year.
September: Food donations for Feeding Westchester
Many children and adults from all walks of life go hungry, in every community across Westchester. We
are collecting food to fill the pantries for the Food Bank of Westchester.
Most needed items are: beans (canned or dry), cereals (whole grain), canned meat/fish, milk (shelf
stable), canned meals (low sodium), canned vegetables (low sodium), canned or dried fruit, peanut butter,
pasta and rice. All items should be nonperishable. PLEASE, no glass containers or pre-opened items.
When choosing items for the food drive, please look for labels that read: * Low Sodium * No Salt Added *
No Sugar Added * Unsweetened * Reduced Sodium * 100% Fruit Juice * Lite
October: Children’s and Adults winter coats and sweaters.
New and Used. If you are buying new coats this month please consider donating your used coats. We
deliver them to many groups in Westchester.
November and December: Toys
Talk with your children about sharing one or more gifts they receive at birthday parties with children
who will not get any Holiday presents because their families are too poor. Encourage your child to bring
the gift to WRT and place it in the Monthly Mitzvah drawer in the lobby.
January: Coats, Hats, Gloves, Scarves and Sweaters.
February: Baby items
March: Food pantry drive / Used Sneakers
April: Children’s Books / Used Eyeglasses (adult and children)/Used Hearing Aids and Batteries
May: Children’s summer clothes and diaper collection
June: Project Grad Bag
This year the need is greater than ever for every WRT Member to step up and perform acts of Tzedakah
(justice) to fulfill our obligation as Jews to do Mitzvot (Commandments) for Tikkun Olam (mend a broken
world).
For questions or to get involved, please contact:
Ronny Hersch 914- 472-1659 or hersch32@optonline.net
Irena Turner 917-865-4195 or monetis@aol.com
Co-Chairs, Monthly Mitzvah Program
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Family Mitzvah Corps
The Family Mitzvah Corps is a community of WRT families
with children in Grades K-6 engaging in hands-on social action
work together. Providing the opportunity for young people and
their families to interact with the broader world, past efforts
have included working with homeless shelters, nursing homes,
educational programs for low-income children, and more. Programs
are held monthly from September to June.
To learn more about these programs, please email Allison Friedland
at allisonefriedland@gmail.com, or sign-up at bit.ly/WRT_FMC (case
sensitive).

Building a More Just, Compassionate World
In May, WRT sent its first official delegation of six congregants
and Rabbi Reiser to the Consultation on Conscience —
organized by the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism.
Along with 1200 delegates from all across the country, our
group explored Reform Jewish perspectives on pressing social
justice issues, learned the skills of community organizing
and advocacy, and built coalitions with like-minded neighbor
congregations. We returned ready to build a more just,
compassionate society.
To join our efforts, email Rabbi.Reiser@wrtemple.org.

Volunteer for a Social Action project:
Welcoming Our Neighbors: Providing food and entertainment to the elderly, underserved and
emotionally and physically challenged at WRT and other locations. Contact: Debbie Radov at djradov@aol.com

Educating Our Youth: One-to-one support through mentoring and tutoring programs for elementary and high
school students from an underserved area. Contact: Helene Getz at Helene.getz5@gmail.com

Donating for Others: Gathering of seasonal or specialty goods from the WRT community.
Contact: Ronny Hersch at hersch32@optonline.net

Feeding the Hungry: Collecting, shopping, cooking and/or packaging food for distribution to soup kitchens
and social service agencies. Contact: Susan Kessler-Ross at susan.kessler.ross@gmail.com

Sheltering and Helping the Homeless: Feeding and providing temporary housing for local homeless
population. Contact: Franklin Speiser at fspeiser@rfstuart.com

Responding to Emergencies: Mobilizing effort for emergency relief to address local and global crises as
they arise. Contact: EmergencyRelief@wrtemple.org

Advocating for Change: Working with decision makers and other communities to influence programming
and policy. Contact: Advocate@wrtemple.org Teen Advocacy: Rabbi.Levy@wrtemple.org

Zero Waste: Recycling, reusing and composting to reduce WRT’s environmental imprint.
Contact: Ron Schulhof at rkschulhof@gmail.com and Michelle Sterling at michellesterling1@gmail.com
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Early Childhood Center (ECC)
WRT’s Early Childhood Center is
committed to guiding, supporting and
enriching young children’s lives, in addition
to partnering with parents. Working
together, our experienced and dedicated
staff, dynamic clergy and specialists
endeavor to implement programs and best
practices for all families. By the time young
children reach the age of five and enter
kindergarten, our goal is to have them
understand and practice basic foundations
of important life lessons:

Susan Tolchin
Director of ECC

Our ECC emphasizes STEAM through
hands-on science, technology, engineering,
art, and math investigations. We want our children to have fun while
embracing the excitement that is STEAM within our school! Our
teachers provide STEAM opportunities each day for children to
explore. Investigations such as mirror board physics, crocodile math,
and tie-dye chemistry allow young learners to participate in inquirybased challenges within their classrooms. In addition, the WRT/ECC
has a dedicated outdoor space, The Gan, where children utilize an
in-ground xylophone to explore sound and physics, ramps and leveling
equipment to explore gravity, and a sand zone with bamboo blocks to
explore engineering.
The Three’s and Four’s can choose from a wide array of Afternoon
Enrichment STEAM classes, including Construction Zone, where
each week they are challenged with a new engineering feat, and
Count Me In, where children utilize games and kinesthetic learning
to understand the world of mathematics. Culminating the year will
be the STEAM Extravaganza, a night of fun for our families to explore
new STEAM challenges together.
Options for Children born in 2018:
Monday and Wednesday Temple Tots classes:
These are Mommy and Me Parenting Classes, facilitated by our
ECC Social Worker and teachers. Discussions take place with a
variety of topics related to child development. Various speakers/
specialists OT, speech, nutrition and mindfulness practices are
brought in from time to time, while teachers facilitate play, arts and
crafts projects, snack, music/movement and story time.
Thursday Toddler Time class: This class is facilitated by
experienced ECC teachers. Any loved one is welcome to attend
with their child. The class offers playtime, music/movement, snack,
arts and crafts, and circle story time.
The Mommy and Me Classes and the Toddler Time class are great
ways for parents and/or caregivers or other loved ones to meet,
connect and have options for one or two days a week with toddlers in
a warm, safe and fun environment.
Together with the JLL, we look forward to Friday night Connections
Shabbats. This event was formerly called Tot Shabbat. Experience
the joy of Shabbat with children, parents, grandparents, siblings and
friends. Designed for families with children ages eight and younger,
Connections Shabbat starts with songs and stories led by our clergy
followed by an arts and crafts activity, social action project and familyfriendly dinner.
Along with my Administrative Assistant Ellen Rosenberg, I am looking
forward to working with our new ECC Assistant Director, Rebecca
Roseman, as well as our new ECC Social Worker, Ellen Weisberg.
They will be of great value to our school along with our OT specialist,
Joanne Yewdell, and Educational Consultant Specialist, Amy Sullivan.
Our ECC is fortunate to have many experienced and knowledgeable
resources to ensure the success of children and the support of
parents and teachers.
I would like to thank our Camp Director, Joyce Podolak, and our
outstanding teachers for another fantastic Summer Play Place
experience. I am also looking forward to working with our dedicated
ECC co-chairs this year: Samantha Reemer, Jodi Barrow, Meryl Satler,
Rachel Rilander and Brooke Vaupen.
On behalf of my entire staff, L’ Shana Tova. A sweet and happy new
year to everyone.
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Friday, Sept. 6, 11:00 am
Park Play
Get together with old friends and make
new ones at Aspen Park. (For ECC
-enrolled families)

Sunday, Sept. 8, 10:00 am to noon
Family Field Day
ECC families are invited to Aspen
Park in Scarsdale to celebrate the
start of the school year. There will be
food, music, games, crafts and Happy
Feet soccer. It’s a great way to start
the year by seeing familiar faces and
meeting new people. WRT clergy
mingle with families to begin fostering
relationships. (For ECC- enrolled
families)

Saturday, Sept. 14 at 9:30 am
Family Apple-Picking
at Wilkin’s Fruit Farm
Join our Sharing Shabbat and Early
Childhood Center families for Sukkot
songs and storytelling followed by a
snack and apple picking. The program
will be led by Cantor Mia Fram
Davidson.

Fridays, Sept. 20, Oct. 18 and Nov. 15
5:45 pm to 6:45 pm
Connections Shabbat
Experience the joy of Shabbat with
children, parents, grandparents, siblings
and friends. Designed for families
with children ages eight and younger,
Connections Shabbat starts with songs
and stories led by our clergy followed by
an arts and crafts activity, social action
project and family-friendly dinner.

Tuesday, Oct. 15 at 5:00 pm
(rain or shine)

Pizza in the Hut (see page 9)
Sukkot Celebration for Families
with Young Children
Join us for pizza and activities in the
Sukkah, all designed for families with
young children. (Open to the community)
RSVP to jlladmin@wrtemple.org.

Weekly, Fridays 9:30 am to 10:15 am
begins Sept. 27
Tiny Tots Play Group and Shabbat
Offered each Friday when ECC is in
session. Come make new friends and
celebrate Shabbat with ECC Director
Sue Tolchin. Challah is provided.
No RSVP needed. (Open to the
community)

Other events that take place during the
year and offered to our ECC families:

Dad’s Club - Sunday, Oct. 13
Offered on specific Sunday mornings.
Geared to ECC dads and their children
who want to make new friends and
re-connect with existing ones. Give Mom
a break on Sunday morning at 9:30 am.
Enjoy bagels and socializing. (No charge)

Mom’s Night Out - Thursday, Oct. 24
Dad’s Night Out - Thursday, Nov. 7
Two social evening gatherings off-site
for ECC moms and dads. Organized by
parents.

Baking with Friends Monday, Dec. 16
After morning class drop-off of children,
ECC moms or dads are welcome to come
to the WRT kitchen to cook or bake for
our book fair. (No charge)

Israel Virtual Trip Wednesday, April 29
Families are invited to partake in a virtual
trip to Israel with their children. Food,
arts and crafts, and a “plane ride” are a
great way to visit Israel. (ECC families and
their children)

ECC Cocktail Party Saturday, May 2
An evening event held at WRT for parents.
Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres. This
social gathering offers new families the
opportunity to come and meet existing
ECC families in a fun and festive setting.

New Family Welcome Wednesday, May 13
Families that are new to our school are
invited to meet one another over pizza
and dessert. A tour of the ECC is given
and children get a first glimpse of their
new school.

Truck Day - Wednesday, May 13
All children in the ECC have an
opportunity to view and explore trucks
during a morning. A few examples of the
vehicles involved are: fire engine, police
car, garbage trucks, backhoes, ambulance,
mail truck and the ever popular ice cream
truck! (ECC children only)

ECC STEAM Extravaganza Wednesday, June 3
STEAM: Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics. The
STEAM educational approach to learning
is woven into many activities within our
Early Childhood Center Program.

For further information, contact:
Sue Tolchin, ECC Director, sue.tolchin@wrtemple.org,
Rebecca Roseman, ECC Assistant Director, rebecca.roseman@wrtemple.org
or Ellen Rosenberg, Administrative Assistant, ellen.rosenberg@wrtemple.org

Jewish Learning Lab (JLL)
Welcome to Westchester Reform Temple’s Jewish Learning Lab:
Kindling a Lifelong Love of Jewish Learning & Living

Rabbi David Levy
Associate Rabbi &
Jewish Learning Lab Director

The Jewish Learning Lab is WRT’s vision for Jewish education. Through the Jewish Learning Lab, WRT aspires:
• To support the development of a strong Jewish identity, strengthened with the Hebrew language, rooted in the
Jewish tradition, nurtured by the study of Judaism, and guided by Jewish values.
• To create enduring and joyful Jewish memories, bringing Torah to life and inspiring Jewish dreams.
• To celebrate both the richness of our traditions and the limitless possibilities of innovation, preparing us to engage
with the unique blessings and challenges of being Jewish in the 21st century.
• To foster the development of an inclusive and caring community, reflecting the diversity of Jewish life today.
• To empower our community to help repair the world.
The Jewish Learning Lab advances Westchester Reform Temple’s mission: “to ensure the perpetuation of the Jewish
people and to cultivate a love of our Jewish heritage: God, Torah and Israel.”

Opening Dates at the JLL
Saturday, September 14 - Apple Picking and Opening Day of Sharing Shabbat @ Wilkens Fruit & Fir Farm
Sunday, September 15 - First Day of Sunday Alef and Bet Weekly Classes
Monday, September 16 - Thursday, September 19 - First Days of 5th and 6th Grade Chevruta; First Weekday 3rd and 4th Grade Classes
Saturday, September 21 - First Day of JLL K-6 Saturday Sharing Shabbat Classes and Adult Study
Sunday, September 22 - First Day of 1st Grade Monthly Mensches
Sunday, September 29 - 2019 Walk to End Alzheimer’s; No Classes.
Sunday, October 20 - First Day of Kindergarten Monthly Mensches
Please look at the WRT website for the most up-to-date calendar. The JLL team can also send you a subscribable Calendar link.

Help us Combat Hunger in Westchester County
Second Day of Rosh HaShanah Special Program
10:00 am: Services / 10:30-12:30 pm : A hands-on Social
Action Project & Learning Activity
Join us as we add even more meaning to our High Holy Days.
“Feeding Westchester” (formerly Westchester Food Bank) relies
on our food donations to ensure everyone in Westchester has
enough to eat this winter. Help us pack the food with them to get
food to those who need it most, faster! The morning will be full
of prayer, action, and learning! Participate as a whole family or
individual learners. Keep an eye out for an RSVP so we have enough
materials and staff for the day. Drop-offs welcome for JLL- enrolled
K-6 learners.

Joy in Torah: A Blessing and Celebration for all
new JLL Learners & 3rd Grade Families
Sunday, October 20 at 10:30 am
Join us for our annual “Joy in Torah” event, our way of welcoming
Simchat Torah (which starts at sundown) and a moment to bless all
of our new JLL learners and third grade students. The program will
be part of our Sunday morning service. Watch for an invitation for
that morning, including two opportunities for parents to come to our
“Ushpizin” - a welcoming into our community with Rabbi David E.
Levy to answer any questions you may have about our JLL program.

Tikkun Olam - Repairing the World

For information about our Family Mitzvah Corps, Monthly
Mitzvah and more, see page 23.

Join the Jewish Learning Lab’s WRTeam for the
“Walk to End Alzheimer’s”
Sunday, September 29 at 9:00 am
Purchase College, Purchase, NY
The Jewish Learning Lab begins every year with this walk, and we
look forward to having you on our WRTeam! Join with our Jewish
Learning Lab WRTeam for the Alzheimer’s Association Walk to
End Alzheimer’s®, the world’s largest event to raise awareness
and funds for Alzheimer’s care, support and research. Support this
initiative by signing-up to walk with us at http://act.alz.org/goto/
JLL2019 (no contribution is required - enter $0), make a donation
to support our team, or be a part of the advocacy initiatives and
visit here: https://www.alz.org/forum/overview.asp.
However you choose to be a part of our WRTeam, thank you for
your efforts!

The JLL’s First 5th Grade Trip to Jewish Philadelphia!
Sunday, November 10th - Monday, November 11
This overnight trip for students and chaperones will include visits to:
• National Museum of American Jewish History
• The Synagogue at Eastern State Penitentiary
• Sleepover at a Museum, and
• Special Social Action Project
Watch for information to sign-up in September as well an
opportunity to chaperone! If you’d be interested in chaperoning
this joyful Jewish adventure, e-mail Felicia.Block@wrtemple.org.

We are looking forward to praying with your family.
For details about Connections Shabbat and Family Fridays
experiences, see page 4.

For more information, contact:
David E. Levy, Associate Rabbi and JLL Director at Rabbi.Levy@wrtemple.org
or
Felicia Block, JLL Assistant Director at Felicia.Block@wrtemple.org
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Westchester Reform Temple Special Funds
What better way to celebrate, honor, and remember loved ones...than
through a generous, tax deductible donation. Thank you for making a
culture of giving to WRT an integral part of your Jewish life.
HELP SUPPORT ALL THE PILLARS OF OUR COMMUNITY
General Fund • supports all events and activities
Security Fund • to provide for enhancements to our campus security
The Rabbi Richard J. Jacobs and Susan K. Freedman Fund for Innovation in Jewish Life •
supports initiatives to live the lessons and traditions of Judaism, to learn and think deeply, to repair
our world, to stand steadfastly with Israel, and to care for one another and the world around us.
Rabbi Jack and Priscilla Stern Fund for the Generations • WRT’s Endowment Fund
AVODAH – SPIRITUALITY
Rabbis’ Discretionary Fund • supports needy individuals, organizations and worthy projects
Cantors’ Discretionary Fund • supports our music programs and worthy organizations
Cantor Stephen H. Merkel Fund • supports Jewish Music and Yiddish Culture at WRT
Frances G. Horowitz High Holiday Flower Fund • helps defray the cost of sanctuary flowers
Prayer Book Fund • helps purchase and publish prayer books for special creative services
TALMUD TORAH – LEARNING
WRT’s Education Fund • supports educational and social action initiatives, lectures and scholarships
Early Childhood Fund • helps buy new equipment for our preschool
Morgan & Marjorie Miller Scholar-in-Residence • supports the annual Scholar-in-Residence program
Norman L. Blumstein Memorial Fund • helps children attend Jewish camps and programs
Jewish Learning Lab Family Fund • provides hospital gifts & shiva meals to families and staff
in our learning community, and also supports scholarships for families in need.
Jewish Learning Lab/Sharing Shabbat Special Projects Fund • provides funds to enhance
our Jewish Learning Lab programs
Teacher (Madrichim) Education & Training Fund • supports continuing education for our
Jewish Learning Lab teachers
Vivienne Sulds Memorial Fund • supports special lectures and adult education programs
WRJ Jewish Learning Lab Scholarship Fund • Jewish Learning Lab tuition support
TIKKUN OLAM – REPAIRING THE WORLD
Hungry and Homeless Fund • assists hungry and homeless in Westchester County
Jewish Poor Fund • provides financial assistance to the Jewish Poor
Maimonides Fund • in memory of Frederick P. Rose; provides anonymous support to the needy
Global Refugee Initiative Fund • to support the resettlement of refugees in Westchester and
the region.

WRT Cemetery Plots
WRT has plots available at Mt. Eden Cemetery
in Hawthorne, N.Y., for members of the
congregation and their relatives. The cost of our
plots is considerably less than those available
commercially in our area.

Memorial Wall Plaques
Jewish tradition provides many meaningful ways
to perpetuate the memory of our dear ones:
lighting yahrzeit candles, reciting Kaddish, and
giving charity. Among those traditions at WRT is
the placing of a stone on a memorial wall near the
plaque that bears the name of a relative.
If you would like more information about
purchasing a cemetery plot or a memorial
plaque, contact Amy Rossberg, Pastoral Care
Coordinator, at 914-468-0522.

Book of Remembrance
We remember and honor our loved ones by
publishing a Book of Remembrance that is
distributed at the Yizkor Service on Yom Kippur.
This volume lists the names of our loved ones.
Seeing and sharing their names reminds us of the
gifts they bestowed upon us all. Many of us find
it meaningful to link the memories of our loved
ones to our Jewish community here at WRT, and
it is traditional to make these kinds of gifts at the
High Holidays. These contributions help defray
the costs of High Holidays Services.
We invite you to honor those you remember
by inscribing their names in WRT’s Book of
Remembrance. For more information, contact
Hillary Fontana at 914-468-0523 or hillary.
fontana@wrtemple.org.
Deadline for 2019-2020 Book of Remembrance
is Monday, September 16.

CHAVURAH – COMMUNITY
Caring Community Fund Dedicated to Ann R. Miller • support for the ill or bereaved
Men’s Club Youth Fund • supports various activities for Jewish youth
Women of Reform Judaism Mitzvah Fund • supports individuals and worthy projects
CLAL ISRAEL – THE JEWISH PEOPLE
Sister Synagogues Fund • Kehilat Mevasseret Zion, Israel / Kehillat Yozma, Modi’in, Israel
Alfred and Doris Ronald Israel Scholarship Fund • for WRT teen travel on Israel Programs

Making a contribution:

Online: Go to www.wrtemple.org, select the DONATE button and fill-in required
information. We only accept Mastercard and Visa online.
Mail: You can download a contribution form to print, by going to www.wrtemple.org,
select the DONATE button, click on Download a Contributions Form.
Mail the form and check to WRT, 255 Mamaroneck Road, Scarsdale, NY 10583,
attn: Suzanne Saperstein.
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WRT Classes, Events and Holidays Calendar
September

Monday, September 2 - Labor Day
Building closed
Tuesday, September 10
7:00 pm Shtisel Program @WRT
Wednesday, September 11
5:30 pm Bereavement Group
Thursday, September 12
9:45 am WRJ Book Group
7:00 pm Men’s Club Board Meeting
Friday, September 13
6:15 pm Cantor Kleinman’s Installation
Saturday, September 14
9:30 am Family Apple-Picking at Wilken’s
		
Fruit Farm

October

Tuesday, October 1 - Rosh HaShanah - second day
		
(schedule on page 7)
Tuesday, October 8 - Kol Nidre/Erev Yom Kippur
		
(schedule on page 7)
Wednesday, October 9 - Yom Kippur
		
(schedule on page 7)
Sunday, October 13
9:30 am Melton
6:00 pm Annual Sukkah Slam
8:15 pm Spirits in the Sukkah
Monday, October 14 - Sukkot / Columbus Day
Offices closed
10:00 am Sukkot Festival Morning Service

		

November

Friday, November 1
7:30 pm Sharing Shabbat Alumni Program
Saturday, November 2
2:15 pm Nevelson Art Tour - offsite (see pg. 20)
Sunday, November 3
9:30 am Melton
Tuesday, November 5 - Election Day
Building and all Offices open/ no JLL Classes
11:30 am Rosh Chodesh
7:00 pm Melton
7:00 pm Men’s Club Board Meeting
7:30 pm HART: Safekeeping Stories
Thursday, November 7
7:00 pm Free Birds Game Night

Tuesday, October 15				
Saturday, November 9
11:30 am Rosh Chodesh
11:15 am Mussar, the Original Self-Help Book
Sunday, September 15
5:00 pm Sukkot Celebration for Families with
9:30 am Melton
		
Young Children
Sunday, November 10
5:00 pm Welcome Back Congregational BBQ
7:00 pm Melton
4:00 pm Screening of Who Will Write Our
7:00 pm Men’s Club Board Meeting
		
History? (at JCC of Mid-Westchester)
Tuesday, September 17
7:30 pm Living with Divorce
11:30 am Rosh Chodesh
Monday, November 11 - Veterans Day (observed)
7:30 pm HART: Safekeeping Stories
7:00 pm Melton
Offices closed
7:30 pm Evening Book Group
7:30 pm Evening Book Group
Tuesday, November 12
Wednesday, October 16
10:00 am Yoel Magid on Yuval Harari
Thursday, September 19
5:30 pm Bereavement Group
7:00 pm Melton
6:00 pm WRJ Fall Opening Dinner
7:30 pm HART: Safekeeping Stories
Thursday, October 17
Friday, September 20
7:30 pm Living with Divorce
10:30 am WRJ Sukkot Harvest Lunch & Study Session
11:00 am Women’s Commentaries on the Bible
7:00 pm Sukkot Men’s Night with Young Israel
Wednesday, November 13
Saturday, September 21
5:30 pm Bereavement Group
Sunday, October 20 - Erev Simchat Torah
7:00 pm Selichot Program
9:30 am Melton
Thursday, November 14
		
followed by 8:00 pm Service
10:30 am Joy in Torah (JLL)
9:45 am WRJ Book Group
7:00 pm Simchat Torah Story Slam
7:00 pm JNF Water and Wine
Sunday, September 22
9:30 am Melton
Monday, October 21 - Sh’mini Atzeret/Simchat Torah Friday, November 15
11:00 am Women’s Commentaries on the Bible
Main Office and JLL closed / ECC in session
Tuesday, September 24			
10:00 am Sh’mini Atzeret/Simchat Torah
7:00 pm Melton
Sunday, November 17
		
and Yizkor Service
9:30 am Melton
Sunday, September 29 - Erev Rosh HaShanah
Tuesday,
October
22
Tuesday, November 19
		
(schedule on page 7)
10:00 am Yoel Magid on Yuval Harari
10:00 am Yoel Magid on Yuval Harari
Monday, September 30 - Rosh HaShanah
7:30 pm Sam Kassow: Who Will Write Our History
7:00 pm Melton
		
(schedule on page 7)
7:30 pm HART: Safekeeping Stories
Friday, October 25
7:30 pm Evening Book Group
11:00 am Women’s Commentaries on the Bible
6:00 pm Chai Society Dinner
Thursday, November 21
6:00 pm WRJ Thanksgiving for the Visually Impaired
Saturday, October 26
11:15 am Mussar, the Original Self-Help Book
Saturday, November 23
7:00 pm Westchester Jewish Council Night of
Sunday, October 27
		
Jewish Learning (offsite)
9:30 am Melton
Monday,
November
25
2:00 pm Visit to Museum of Jewish Heritage
10:00 am Cooking4HOPE
Monday, October 28
Thursday, November 28 - Thanksgiving Day
10:00 am Cooking4HOPE
Building closed
Tuesday, October 29
Friday, November 29
10:00 am Yoel Magid on Yuval Harari
Offices closed
7:00 pm Melton
7:30 pm HART: Safekeeping Stories
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Shabbat and Holidays Schedule of Services

September

Friday, September 6
6:15 pm Early Shabbat Service
Saturday, September 7
9:00 am Torah Study
5:00 pm Shabbat Afternoon Service
		
B’nei Mitzvah of Riley Meltz
		
and Matthew Meyerson
Friday, September 13
6:15 pm Shabbat Service - Cantor Kleinman’s
		
Installation
Saturday, September 14
9:00 am Torah Study
9:00 am Sharing Shabbat (offsite - apple picking)
10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
		
Bar Mitzvah of Ryan Leitner
5:00 pm Shabbat Afternoon Service
		
Bat Mitzvah of Megan Hodes
Friday, September 20
5:45 pm Connections Shabbat
7:45 pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, September 21 - Selichot
9:00 am Torah Study
9:00 am Sharing Shabbat
10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
		
Bat Mitzvah of Karen Becher
8:00 pm Selichot Service (Program at 7:00 pm)
Friday, September 27
6:15 pm Early Shabbat Service
Saturday, September 28
9:00 am Torah Study
9:00 am Sharing Shabbat
10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
		
Bat Mitzvah of Vanessa Thurman
5:00 pm Shabbat Afternoon Service
		
B’not Mitzvah of Abigail Etra and
		
Jordan Knispel
Sunday, September 29 - Erev Rosh HaShanah
5:00 pm *Family Service - Beit Midrash (A-Z)
5:45 pm Main Service - Sanctuary (A-Z)
Monday, September 30 - Rosh HaShanah
8:45 am Early Main Service - Sanctuary (Lem-Z)
8:45 am Early Family Service- Beit Midrash (Lem-Z)
10:30 am Late Family Service - Beit Midrash (A-Lel)
11:45 am Late Main Service - Sanctuary (A-Lel)
12:30 pm New Contemporary Service- Beit Midrash
3:00 pm *Tot Service - Sanctuary
5:45 pm *Tashlich with Young Israel of Scarsdale
at Carpenter Pond
			

* High Holiday Services marked
with an asterisk (*) are open to the
community. Non-Member Entrance
Cards must be requested in advance
at www.wrtemple.org.

October

Tuesday, October 1 - Rosh HaShanah (second day)
10:00 am *Morning Service - Sanctuary
Friday, October 4
6:15 pm Shabbat Shuva Service
Saturday, October 5
9:00 am Torah Study
9:00 am Sharing Shabbat
Tuesday, October 8 - Kol Nidre/Erev Yom Kippur
5:00 pm *Family Service - Beit Midrash (A-Z)
5:45 pm Early Main Service - Sanctuary (A-Lel)
8:30 pm Late Main Service - Sanctuary (Lem-Z)
Wednesday, October 9 - Yom Kippur
8:45 am Early Main Service - Sanctuary (A-Lel)
8:45 am Early Family Service - Beit Midrash (A-Lel)
10:30 am Late Family Service - Beit Midrash (Lem-Z)
11:30 am Late Main Service - Sanctuary (Lem-Z)
11:30 am Adult Study Group – Center for Jewish Life
12:30 pm New Contemporary Service - Beit Midrash
2:15 pm *Musical Meditation and Alternate Yizkor
- Sanctuary
2:45 pm *Tot Service - Beit Midrash
3:30 pm *Afternoon Service, Yizkor, Ne’ilah
- Sanctuary
Friday, October 11
6:15 pm Early Shabbat Service
Saturday, October 12
9:00 am Torah Study
9:00 am Sharing Shabbat
10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
		
B’nei Mitzvah of Ivy Boockvar
		
and Ryan Feldman
5:00 pm Shabbat Afternoon Service
		
Bat Mitzvah of Isabel Block
Monday, October 14 - Sukkot / Columbus Day
Offices closed
10:00 am Sukkot Festival Morning Service
Friday, October 18
5:45 pm Connections Shabbat
7:45 pm Shabbat Service- Pink and Teal Shabbat
		
Sharsheret /Breast and Ovarian Cancer
		
Awareness
Saturday, October 19
9:00 am Torah Study
9:00 am Sharing Shabbat
10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
		
B’nei Mitzvah of Nathan Breslow
		
and Vincent Hellegers
5:00 pm Shabbat Afternoon Service
		
B’nei Mitzvah of Evan Smith
		
and Randee Smith
Sunday, October 20 - Erev Simchat Torah
10:30 am Joy in Torah (JLL)
7:00 pm Simchat Torah Story Slam
Friday, October 25
7:45 pm Shabbat Service - Chai Society Shabbat
		
(dinner - 6:00 pm)
Saturday, October 26
9:00 am Torah Study
9:00 am Sharing Shabbat
10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
		
Bat Mitzvah of Casey Tolchin
11:15 am Mussar, the Original Self-Help Book
5:00 pm Shabbat Afternoon Service
		
Bar Mitzvah of Dillon Harris

November

Friday, November 1
6:15 pm TGIFF Shabbat Service
Saturday, November 2
9:00 am Torah Study
9:00 am Sharing Shabbat
10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
		
Bat Mitzvah of Rachel Zwaig
5:00 pm Shabbat Afternoon Service
		
Bat Mitzvah of Chloe Miller
Friday, November 8
6:15 pm Early Shabbat Service 		
Civil Service Gratitude Shabbat
Saturday, November 9
9:00 am Torah Study
10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
		
B’not Mitzvah of Molly Siegel
		
and Samantha Siegel
11:15 am Mussar, the Original Self-Help Book
5:00 pm Shabbat Afternoon Service
		
B’nei Mitzvah of Finn Miller
		
and Chase Simon
Friday, November 15
5:45 pm Connections Shabbat
7:45 pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, November 16
9:00 am Torah Study
9:00 am Sharing Shabbat
10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
		
Bat Mitzvah of Reese Muntner
5:00 pm Shabbat Afternoon Service
		
B’not Mitzvah of Lexi Kanowitz
		
and Gabrielle Wiener
Friday, November 22
6:15 pm Early Shabbat Service
Saturday, November 23
9:00 am Torah Study
9:00 am Sharing Shabbat
Friday, November 29
6:15 pm Early Shabbat Service
Saturday, November 30
9:00 am Torah Study
5:00 pm Shabbat Afternoon Service
		
Bar Mitzvah of Josh Potters

Bulletin • Fall 2019 • www.wrtemple.org • 35

255 Mamaroneck Road, Scarsdale, NY 10583

Bulletin

Shanah Tovah!

PERIODICAL

Wishing you and your family a sweet New Year!

